News Notes 


of the Central Committee for Conscientious Objectors 


3 Harshmanite COs convicted in Chicago 





Four other cases pending 





é 


Richard Harshman, 26, of Sullivan, Illinois, the great- 
grandson of the founder of the Harshmanite sect of the 
Church of Jesus Christ, was found guilty, September 28, 
of refusing induction into the military. He was sentenced 
by U.S. District Court Judge Julius J. Hoffman to serve 
21% years in prison and to pay a fine of $1,500. 


Following a five-day jury trial Judge Hoffman, on Sep- 
tember 26, sentenced Malcolm Parker, 23, also a member 
of the Harshmanite church at Sullivan, to two years in 
prison and a fine of $1,000. In both cases the court 
restricted evidence to the facts in the draft file and would 
not allow the defendants to enter any testimony as 
to their beliefs and that of their church. Chicago at- 
torney Francis Heisler is legal counsel for the men. Each 
was released on a $5,000 appeal bond. At least four 
other Harshmanite church members are awaiting trial 
in the same court. 


Last year Donald Van Hook, another Harshmanite and a 
father of two children, was convicted by Federal Judge 
Michael L. Igoe of refusing induction and was sentenced 
to three years imprisonment. The conviction was upheld 
by the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals. In April, the 
U. S. Supreme Court reversed the judgment and re- 
manded the case to the district court for resentencing. 
On June 12 Judge Igoe reduced the sentence to two years. 
A motion to vacate the sentence was denied September 26. 


These three Harshmanites, conscientious objectors to 
war, were denied the 1-O classification by the draft 
board. They are willing to perform civilian work of 
national importance and refused all military duty in 
accordance with the teachings of their church. The draft 
board classified the men 1-A-O (conscientious objector 
willing to perform noncombatant duty in the military). 
Each appealed his case but lost on the highest appeal level. 


For many years the Sullivan draft board has refused to 
grant the 1-O classification (available for two years civil- 
ian work) to any conscientious objector even though the 
World War II draft board granted the equivalent classi- 
fication to many Harshmanite followers who performed 
civilian work in the CO civilian work camps. One reason 
the present board refuses to grant 1-O classifications, it 
is reported, is because they do not count on the board’s 
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quota of men to be forwarded for induction into the 
Army while men classified 1-A-O do count on the quota. 


Another reason advanced for the draft board’s refusal 
to grant 1-O classifications is long existing community 
feeling growing out of the fact that many members of 
the Harshmanite church were employed in a factory 
which manufactured candy used in Army K-rations, 
and which produced cloth used in tents, and manufac- 
tured uniforms used by nurses and members of the 
Women’s Army Corps. Some years ago a petition was 
circulated in Sullivan and signed by 400 people which 
stated that other registrants who claimed to be just as 
good Christians as the Harshmanites had to go into the 
military and it was unfair that the Harshmanites should 
not be required to do the same. The petition, directed to 
the Sullivan draft board, alleged that the Harshmanites 
were profiting from the war effort because they manu- 
factured equipment and supplies used by the military. 


The industries referred to were established in World 
War I by members of the Harshmanite sect to give em- 
ployment to other members who were being boycotted 
and unable to find employment because of their conscien- 
tious convictions against war. The establishment, known 
as Community Industries, is not owned by the church, as 


popularly believed. 





'Disaffiliate’’ convicted in N.J. 





Walter Trench, 23, of Westwood, New Jersey, entered a 
plea of guilty, November 9, in Federal District Court in 
Newark before Judge Wortendyke. He will be sentenced 
after the probationary investigation is completed. 


When ordered last December to report for a pre-induction 
physical examination Trench returned his draft registra- 
tion and classification cards to the local draft board with 
a lengthy statement of his reasons for “disaffiliating” 
completely from the conscription system. 


“Military service is completely incompatible with the 
primary teachings of the Hindu, Buddhist, and Christian 
religions in which I have an interest . . . In this conflict 
between the Pentagon and the Kremlin the important 
issue is not which of these places the world is ultimately 
governed from, but whether it can survive to be governed 
at all... As a free individual it is my right and duty to 
follow the dictates of my conscience; to follow that higher 
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moral law which legislation constantly pursues, but can 
never quite succeed in capturing. Higher than any law 
of man can ever be is the law of God which He reveals 
in us through reason and conscience.” 


Noncooperation growing 


A steady stream of men of draft age have disaffiliated 
from Selective Service in the past months. Most are 
college students who have taken a public stand of non- 
cooperation with Selective Service by tearing up or return- 
ing draft registration cards to their local boards. Not 
since the early years of the present peacetime draft law 
has there been any sizable movement of noncooperation 
on grounds of conscience. 


Many of the young disaffiliates are opposed to all war, 
but some are taking their stand in opposition to nuclear 
war. Some are opposed to cooperation with the draft on 
religious grounds, while others stand on philosophical, 
moral, or political grounds . Many of the noncooperators 
reflect the growing interest of students in nonviolence as 
an alternative to war. The works of Gandhi, Tolstoy, and 
Thoreau are widely read. 


The present draft law includes no provision for the 
absolutist, who on grounds of conscience is unable to 
cooperate with conscription. Thus, refusal to carry a draft 
registration card is a violation of the law and is punish- 
able by a prison sentence of up to five years and/or a 
fine of up to $10,000. Some draft boards appear to be 
taking no action until the man reaches the age of induc- 
tion. However, in a few cases men have quickly been 
declared delinquent, and in one instance an induction 
order was promptly issued. Prosecution is inevitable in 
most cases. 





CCCO secretary travels 





After returning from three weeks in Russia marching 
with the San Francisco to Moscow Walk for Peace George 
Willoughby spent three weeks late October and early 
November in Arizona, Southern California, and the San 
Francisco area speaking on conscientious objection and 
nonviolence in 15 colleges and universities. Willoughby 
found increased interest in the CO position among many 
who do not consider themselves to have orthodox re- 
ligious views. He also met with several groups interested 
in providing better CO counseling in their communities. 


Willoughby visited Stanley Rhodes, a CO who is serving 
a three-year draft charge at Terminal Island prison. 
Rhodes is teaching algebra and helping in the educational 
program of the prison. He is eligible for parole considera- 
tion in February, 1962 and will rejoin his wife and child 
and hopes to return to college. 


Jerry Wheeler was visited by George Willoughby and 
Cecil Thomas, CO counselor in Berkeley, California. 
Wheeler was serving a 60-day sentence in Alameda Coun- 
ty (California) prison farm for trespassing on the Atomic 


Energy Commission property in the Berkeley area. 
Wheeler stated that he spent the first 10 days in the 
“hole” because he had refused to work on the prison 
farm. He was in maximum confinement when visited by 
Willoughby and Thomas. Wheeler reported that he was 
treated well and that the prison food was good. However, 
he was not allowed to have the books which he brought. 
Jerry Wheeler was released November 28 and is facing 
trial in Tucson, Arizona on similar federal charges. 





Briefly noted 





William A, Bailey, 27, of Angola, Indiana, was sentenced 
to one year imprisonment November 14 by Federal Judge 
Francis J. W. Ford in Boston. Bailey refused induction 
because of his pacifist beliefs. He was a graduate student 
doing research work in civil engineering at Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology at the time he was sentenced. 


William Henry, serving a one-year sentence at the federal 
prison in Danbury for attempting to board a Polaris 
submarine, ended a 90-day fast early in October and is 
now working in the prison hospital. Henry began his 
fast July 3 in protest against threatened resumption of 
nuclear testing by the United States and Russia. After 
21 days Henry continued the fast in protest against the 
refusal of the prison authorities to assign him to hospital 
or educational work in the prison. During much of his 
fast Henry was locked in solitary with no reading ma- 
terial except a Bible. He was force fed through a tube 
in the nose most of the time. 


Rev. Maurice McCrackin, convicted by the Cincinnati 
Presbytery of resisting the ordinances of God and violat- 
ing the Confession of faith in that he refuses to pay 
income taxes and encourages others to follow this course, 
had his appeal sustained by the Presbyterian Synod of 
Ohio on September 19. The Synod remanded the case 
to the Presbytery of Cincinnati for retrial. That body, 
we understand, is appealing the case to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian church. 

In the meantime, McCrackin was jailed in Haywood 
County (Tennessee) for 35 to 40 days to serve out a fine 
of $50 and $20 costs upon conviction of “loitering with 
intention of peeping and spying.” McCracken, who is 
treasurer of Operation Freedom assisting Negro farmers 
in Haywood and Fayette counties in Tennessee facing 
eviction from their land because of their civil rights 
stand, had gone to Tennessee to investigate ways to give 
more assistance to those facing eviction. Reports have 
been received that McCrackin has undertaken a fast. 





William C. Springer, 24, of Dallas, Texas, was honorably 
discharged from the U. S. Air Force on September 5, 
1961 after serving two years. He had completed over half 


of the aviation cadet training program at Bainbridge Air 
Base, Georgia, when he became a conscientious objector. 
He refused further training and applied for discharge. 
His application for discharge was summarily refused and 
he was reassigned to Otis Air Force Base, Massachusetts, 
where he again applied for discharge on grounds of re- 
ligious objection to war. Springer is a member of the 
Unitarian-Universalist church. 





Francis X. Carmody, Berkeley, California, was dis- 
charged from the U. S. Navy last December after apply- 
ing for discharge as a conscientious objector. He was 
given a general discharge under honorable conditions 
with the notation that he was not recommended for re- 
enlistment. Examination by a naval psychologist found 
him “unfit for naval duty due to mental maladjustment 
to the naval system.” 





Ki Ho Kim, 23-year-old conscientious objector, was 
naturalized as a United States citizen July 18, 1961 by 
Federal Judge Ganey in Philadelphia. Ki Ho Kim came 
to the United States eight years ago from Korea to study 
in Nashville, Tennessee. After he registered for the draft 
he was classified 1-A-O (noncombatant) because of con- 
scientious objection to war growing out of his personal 
experience and belief which developed during the Korean 
War. Later he applied for and was granted the 1-O 
classification (conscientious objector opposed to all mili- 
tary duty). He is currently performing the required 
two years of civilian work at the New Jersey Neuro- 
psychiatric Institute, Princeton, New Jersey. 





James E, Syphers, 28, Jay B. Swank, 18, and Paul L. 
Cole, 23, all of Syracuse, New York, were fined $25 each 
on October 3 for failing to take cover during a New 
York State civil defense test drill last April. 





Wallace Delaney Mohammed, 27-year-old Muslim from 
Chicago, was sentenced last June to three years in prison 
by Federal Judge Edwyn Robson for failure to report for 
induction into the Army. Mohammed calls himself the 
son of Elijah Pool Mohammed, the spiritual leader of 
the Muslims, the Negro Nationalist group. whose mem- 
bers refuse military service. 





Readers of NEWS NOTES have responded generously to 
our earlier plea for newspaper clippings about conscien- 
tious objectors. The editor of NEWS NOTES appreciates 
this flow and asks our readers to continue clipping all 
items about COs. Watch especially for news items about 
COs being arrested or sentenced to prison for refusing 
military service; COs objecting to civil defense test drills; 
and COs refusing income tax payment. Clip the stories, 
note the source and date, and mail to CCCO. 
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Peace corps rejects CO 





John Stickler, 24-year-old Tucson, Arizona conscientious 
objector, was rejected by the Peace Corps for service in 
the Philippines following completion of a seven week pre- 
liminary training period. He was slated to teach English 
and general science on the third and fourth grade levels 
for a two year period. He was notified in September by 
telegram that he did not qualify for service in the Philip- 
pines and that he was being placed in the Peace Corps 
reserve for possible future assignment. 


Stickler’s appointment to the Peace Corp last July aroused 
a storm of protest from Tucson draft board officials. State 
Senator H. S. Corbett, chairman of the draft board stated 
“I’m certainly tickled he’s been turned down.” Earlier he 
said, “I don’t think a man like this should be in the Peace 
Corps. For one thing, | don’t believe in such a thing as 
a conscientious objector. I believe a man should be will- 
ing to defend his country.” Andre Martin, vice chairman 
of the local board said, “I couldn’t name a human being 
in the world who is more unfit for the Peace Corps. 
Stickler is not the type of man who should go to a foreign 
country and tell people there about the good things about 
our country.” Stickler is an honor graduate from Yale. 


According to Senator Corbett, the draft board was re- 
sponsible for Stickler’s disqualification from the Philip- 
pines project when it refused to clear Stickler to leave 
the country. 


The objection of the draft board to Stickler’s Peace Corps 
appointment, according to Senator Corbett, was that 
Stickler although claiming to be a CO voluntarily accepted 
ROTC duty while a student at Yale; and later applied 
for a commission as a naval reserve officer. 


Stickler served in the Yale ROTC in 1955, long before 
he became a CO. He admits that applying for a naval 
reserve commission was “a stupid thing to do” at the 
very time he was seriously thinking of taking a CO 
stand. He said he applied for the commission to stall for 
time, being assured of four months deferment while the 
application was being checked. 

Stickler applied for classification as a CO about June, 
1960. The Tucson draft board promptly denied his claim 
and Stickler appealed. He was investigated by the FBI 
and the Department of Justice recommended that his CO 
claim be denied. Stickler reported that the Justice De- 
partment found him sincere in his beliefs but that his 
beliefs did not fall within the provisions of the law. He is 
awaiting final decision by the Arizona Appeal Board. 





If you know others who should receive NEWS NOTES, 
send us their names and addresses, and we will mail 
a sample copy to each. There are a few more people in 
the country who should read NEWS NOTES. Help us 
find them! 
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The Court Reporter 





Send holiday greetings 





Prosecutions 


Sentences not previously reported 

9-26-61 Maicolm Parker, 2 years and $1,000, (Chi- 
cago) Judge Julius J. Hoffman, refusal of 
induction 

Richard Harshman, 21% years and $2,500, 
(Chicago) Judge Hoffman, refusal of induc- 


tion 


9-28-61 


Sentenced since last issue 

11-12-61 William A. Bailey, 1 year, (Boston) Judge 
Francis J. W. Ford, refusal of induction 

Judgment reversed 

4-15-61 Donald Van Hook, judgment reversed and 
case remanded to district court for resentenc- 
ing, U. S. Supreme Court 

Sentence reduced 

6-12-61 Donald Van Hook, sentence reduced from 3 
to 2 years, (Chicago) Judge Igoe, refusal of 
induction 


Released from prison 


On parole 

9-14-61 Peter Friedlander 

9-21-61 Victor Richman 

10- 1-61 Daniel N. Swartzentruber 

10-25-61 David W. Miller, Benjamin C. Yoder 


Currently imprisoned 
Federal Correction Institution, Ashland, Ky. 


Donald Martin 


Never Stop Reading! 


Among many services available from the Fellowship 
of Reconciliation, the international, 46-year-old, 
12,000 member organization, are outstanding items 
of literature which belong on every thinker’s shelf! 
YOU are invited to participate. Be a reader! Be a 
leader! 


To: 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, Box 271, Nyack, N. Y. 


[-] Tell me about the general work of the FOR. 


| | enclose $1.50 for DIARY OF A SELF-MADE CON- 
VICT, the outstanding World War Il story of a 
prison CO, by Alfred Hassler. (paperback, 182 
pages). Check payable to FOR. 


Please send me free copy of NEITHER RUN NOR 
HIDE, the widely-distributed Fellowship reprint on 
Civil Defense, one of today’s great issues. 


Send me free literature list of materials on peace 
and nonviolence. 


Name_ 
Street_ 


City 





The handful of COs in prison in the United States will 
welcome holiday greetings from readers of NEWS 
NOTES. In past years imprisoned COs have been en- 
couraged by these messages of greeting and support. 
Cards must be individually addressed to the men listed 
in The Court Reporter and must be signed by the sender 
whose address may be included. Prison regulations for- 
bid the inclusion of any personal message. Do not send 
gifts. There is no limit to the number of cards the 
prisoner may receive. 


Readers are also asked to send holiday greetings to im- 
prisoned COs in other countries. Write CCCO for the 
list of COs imprisoned abroad. If you receive cards back 
it is a good indication that the prisoner was released 
sooner than expected. 





Federal Reformatory, Chillicothe, Ohio 
Donald Bruce Reed 

Federal Correctional Institution, Danbury, Conn. 
William Henry, William A. Bailey 

Federal Correctional Institution, Sandstone, Minn. 
Donald Van Hook 


Federal Correctional Institution, Terminal Island, Calif. 


Stanley L. Rhodes 


Total number of COs convicted of Selective Service vio- 
lations since 1948 to date, 367. This is a minimum 
number: Jehovah’s witnesses and Muslims are not in- 
cluded, and we miss a few. 


Room 300, 2006 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 
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